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Provisional Programme of the Workshop 
The programme has a provisional character and can be modified later. 

 

Background 
HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge handling was adopted by HELCOM 38-2017. The 
Recommendation paves the way for the promotion of sustainable sewage sludge handling, ensuring recycling 
of phosphorus and preventing leaking of nutrients into the environment, as well as pollution of the 
environment by hazardous substances which might be contained by the sludge. 

National practices to handle sewage sludge were discussed at HELCOM Workshop on nutrients recycling which 
took place in Berlin in March 2017. The workshop revealed different levels of national commitments related 
to sewage sludge handling and recycling of its valuable compounds. The workshop also suggested to elaborate 
a regional palette of the best technological solutions and practices to handle sewage sludge. The idea was 
supported by PRESSURE 6-2017 which suggested to compile the relevant information.  

HOD 52-2017 welcomed the initiative by Finland to start preparatory work on elaboration of a regional strategy 
of nutrients recycling as a part of implementation of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting commitment 
(Copenhagen 2013) to promote recycling of nutrients, especially in agriculture and waste water management 
sectors. Thus, matters related to handling of sewage sludge become a vital part of this work. 

The Workshop on sewage sludge handling practices, initiated by Lithuania, will be held in Vilnius, Lithuania, 
on 27 October 2017, back-to-back with the Seventh meeting of HELCOM Pressure workgroup, in the premises 
of the Ministry of Environment of Lithuania (A. Jakšto St. 4, LT-01105 Vilnius). The workshop starts at 9.00 
and is planned to be closed at 13.00 EET.  

The participants are kindly invited to inform the organizers (viktorija.vaskeviciene@am.lt) on their attendance 
at the Workshop and planned presentations by 20 October 2017. Participants can also register to the 
Workshop using the SEWAGE SLUDGE HANDLING 1-2017 Participation Survey in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

The HELCOM Pressure group members and observers to this group as well as PRESSURE 7-2017 participants 
are invited to register to the Workshop using the HELCOM PRESSURE 7-2017 Participation Survey by the same 
date. 
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https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SEWAGE%20SLUDGE%20HANDLING%20WS%201-2017-495/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
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09.00-13.00 
Welcome words: Deputy Minister Mr. Mindaugas Gudas (tbc) 

1. Setting the scene: HELCOM framework on sewage sludge handling and recycling of nutrients.  
 Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, HELCOM. 
2. Sewage sludge handling practices in the Baltic Sea region. 
Practices of sewage sludge handling in Lithuania and future regulation.  
 Dalius Krinickas, Director of Waste Department; Ministry of the Environment of Republic of Lithuania. 
Sewage sludge treatment and utilization in Finland.  
 Ari Kangas, Ministerial Adviser, Ministry of the Environment of Finland. 
The new sewage sludge ordinance in Germany 
 Andrea Roskosch, Federal Environment Agency, Germany. 
Handling sewage sludge in Sweden and recycling of nutrients. 
 Kristina Svinhufvud, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. 
Sewage sludge handling practices in Estonia. 
 Raili Kärmas, Adviser at the Water department, Ministry of the Environment, Estonia 
 Morten Jõgi, Senior officer at the Projects Bureau of the Water Department, Ministry of the 

Environment, Estonia. 
Analysis of composts – contamination and application perspectives.  
 Irina Kliopova, Director "EcoIri Solutions" (tbc). 
3. Themes for discussion: 
National and international limit values for pollutants. 
Use of sewage sludge in agriculture: limit values and other specific requirements. 
Pollutants in sewage sludge as a major obstacle hampering recycling of nutrients.  
Technological solutions for sustainable sewage sludge handling. 

Brief wrap up of the Workshop. 


